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November 19, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
The Highmore-Harrold School District is making some changes to our distance education 
platform for the second semester of the school year, which begins on January 4, 2021.  These 
changes reflect the district’s intent to respect individual family’s desires to keep their children 
safe, to maintain a safe environment within the school buildings, and to ensure a quality 
educational experience for all students.  Guaranteeing each student an opportunity to succeed has 
always been at the forefront of the decision-making process of the Highmore-Harrold School 
District, and after examining our distance education process during the first semester we have 
decided this change is needed. 
 
Families who wish to have their child continue their education via distance learning during the 
second semester will need to complete a form to inform the district of their intentions.  The form 
will be available on the school website.  Students who enter the distance learning platform will 
have to maintain a C-minus or better in all classes to remain in distance learning.  Elementary 
students in Kindergarten through 2nd Grade will have alternate, yet appropriate, requirements that 
the teacher and administration will explain.  If a student’s grades slip below the stated threshold, 
they will not be allowed to continue in distance learning and will need to come back to the 
classroom.  District administration reserve the right to review and make accommodations to this 
plan on a case by case basis.  Grade reports will run beginning on the third Friday of the 
semester/quarter and continue every Friday thereafter to determine eligibility to remain in the 
distance learning platform. 
 
Students who are placed into quarantine due to a close-contact exposure, or isolation due to a 
positive COVID-19 test, or while awaiting a test result, will be allowed to enter the distance 
learning platform on a temporary basis.  Once a student is cleared by the SD DOH or the school 
district’s contact tracing, they will return to school.  A quarantine/isolation student’s current 
grade standing will not affect their ability to enter distance learning, as this scenario is not in the 
student’s control.  Students who become non-COVID-19 ill and are not in school can request 
temporary access to the distance learning platform, pending a brief consultation between the 
classroom teacher(s) and administration.  If the student is not allowed to distance learn while 
sick, the policies regarding how students make up work when they miss school will go into 
effect. 
 
This modified distance learning plan does not affect the Highmore-Harrold School District’s 
ability to enter into “Phase 3” of our current Return to School plan, and the district reserves the 
right to declare distance learning days due to other COVID-19 factors, and severe weather.  
These decisions will be communicated via the district’s school messenger system and the school 
website and will be done as quickly as possible. 
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Please also be aware that our cleaning efforts within our school buildings have gone up 
tremendously during the pandemic.  The district has purchased two fogging machines to use in 
offices, hallways, and classrooms to kill viruses and bacteria both in the air and on surfaces.  
Currently we fog every other night when the district is operating in Phase 1; we fog nightly when 
the district is in Phase 2.  It takes approximately 45 minutes to fog our entire campus with a 10-
minute active Lysol solution.  The district is also in the process of installing an Ionization system 
that works in conjunction with our current HVAC system.  This system is currently installed and 
is operating in the Elementary and Multi-purpose buildings; the hardware for the High School is 
currently on back order.  This system will actively kill viruses and bacteria, both on surfaces and 
in the air, throughout the day as the HVAC system operates.  These are in addition to hourly 
cleanings of desks and classroom surfaces with a 1-minute active solution, routine hand 
washings, social distancing when possible, and multiple daily temperature checks of both 
students and staff. 
 
I understand many questions will arise out of these changes, and I look forward to speaking with 
you about this.  Please direct all questions to my office at the school, either through phone or 
email.  Together we will continue to navigate this new territory in our educational process, and I 
too look forward to the day we can return to “normal”. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Quinton Cermak 
Superintendent/7-12 Principal 
605-852-2275 
Quinton.Cermak@k12.sd.us 
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